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Over the past century there have been many African American contributors to science and technology.  
You can follow in the footsteps of these men and women as you gain an understanding of today’s technology.  
Join the timeline! With experience you could go on to join this group as a 21st century contributor.

(1843 - 1929)

Elijah McCoy
Acquired his first patent for 

his invention of a device that 
allowed machines to lubricate 

while still in operation.

(1860 - 1943)

George W. Carver
Born into slavery, entered Simpson College - 

the first African American to attend the college. 
Carver went on to become one of the most 
significant botanists of the 20th Century.

(1877 - 1963) 

Garrett A. Morgan
Inventor of the gas mask. Received the 
patent on November 20th 1923 for the 
automatic traffic light, which he sold to 

General Electric for $40,000.

(1938 -) 

John P. Moon
A pioneer in computer technology. Appointed 
chief of Apple Computer’s peripheral devices 

division, where he began working on a 
revolutionary disk for the Macintosh computer.

(1731 - 1806)

Benjamin Banneker
Self-made astronomer. Published his 

almanac, which offered weather data and 
tidal information on the Chesapeake Bay.

(1848 - 1928) 

Lewis Howard Latimer
Inventor of the first incandescent light bulb with 

a carbon filament. Prior to this breakthrough, 
filaments had been made from paper.

(1867 - 1919) 

Madame C. J. Walker
Founded her hair care company with products 

she developed herself, including her most 
successful product, the modern hot comb.

(1883 - 1940) 

Ernest Everret Just
Pioneer in the study of cell life and 

human metabolism. He was appointed 
head of Howard’s biology department.

(1956 -) 

Mae C. Jemison
The first African-American woman to 
become a U.S. astronaut. Became the 

first African-American woman in space.


